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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Entry Level Writing Requirement (ELWR)
Fall 2023

The following report is forwarded in compliance with Section 66015.10 of the Education Code, which states:

(@) The University of California is requested to annually notify the governing board of each
high school of both of the following:

1. The number of graduates who enrolled in the university in the previous year and the
number of graduates who were required to take the entry level writing requirement.

2. The comparable numbers of all California high school graduates who enrolled in the
university.

(b) The University of California is requested to provide an annual summary of the information
specified in subdivision (a) to the Department of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget
Committee.

This document is the annual report responding to this legislative request.

Background
The University of California (UC) Entry Level Writing Requirement (ELWR) is a writing proficiency

expectation for first-year success. UC students must be able to understand and to respond adequately to written
material typical of reading assignments in first-year courses, and this ability must be demonstrated in student
writing that communicates effectively to University faculty.

The Academic Senate’s University Committee on Preparatory Education oversees the ELWR. This requirement
may be satisfied by successfully completing a course or program of study in English composition during the
first year of enrollment at UC. In addition, prior to enrollment at the University of California, a student may
satisfy the ELWR by attaining a score or grade approved by the committee on one of the following methods:

1. the SAT, Evidence-Based Reading and Writing
2. the ACT, English Language Arts or English + Reading

3. the Advanced Placement Examination in English Language and Composition, English Literature and
Composition, Seminar

4. the Advanced Placement Assessment in Research
5. the International Baccalaureate Higher or Standard Level English A

6. the successful completion of a transferable college-level course in English composition of three semester
or four quarter units

Students may also satisfy the ELWR by completing the writing placement process at the campus where they will
enroll.

Until 2022, the University administered a systemwide Analytical Writing Placement Exam (AWPE) to incoming
California first-year students who had not satisfied the ELWR at the time of admission. The last administration
of the exam was in the spring of 2022, for fall 2022 entrants.
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This report summarizes the outcomes of the ELWR for first-year students who entered the University for the fall
2023 term and provides fall 2022 data as a point of comparison. (See Table 1 and Table 2.)

Information to schools

Each year, the University notifies California high school principals and county and district superintendents that
comprehensive ELWR performance results are available on the UC Information Center website
(https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/infocenter/elwr). These results may be useful to guide high school
curriculum development that could improve the academic preparation of students. The 2023 ELWR
performance results will be posted by April 2024.

Entry Level Writing Requirement data on entering first-year students
The attached tables display ELWR data for fall 2022 and 2023 entering first-year students from California public
and private high schools.

The University of California admitted 18,251 more California first-year students for fall 2023 (193,540
compared with 175,289 in 2022) and 2,187 more California first-year students enrolled (42,215) compared with
fall 2022 (40,028). Of the 42,215 fall 2023 first-year students who entered the University, 28,392 met the
ELWR prior to their enrollment (67.3 percent). This is an increase in raw numbers from fall 2022 (27,642), but
a decrease in percentage (69.1 percent for fall 2022).

The percentage of all fall 2023 students who fulfilled the ELWR prior to enrolling varies by campus. In 2023,
this ranged from a high of 91.2 percent at Los Angeles to 28.4 percent at Merced.

The following tables display information regarding the fulfillment of the ELWR for new entering first-year
students from California high schools for fall 2023 and fall 2022.
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Table 1: Fulfillment of Entry-Level Writing Requirement (ELWR) for New First-Year Students
from California High Schools, Fall 2023
Campus _ Admitted  Enrolled | 7 S Tovaly | rior to Enoliment
n % n %
ALL STUDENTS
Berkeley 10,916 5,261 3,854 73.3 1,407 26.7
Davis 23,985 5,311 3,026 57.0 2,285 43.0
Irvine 17,903 5,289 3,971 75.1 1,318 24.9
Los Angeles 8,482 5,164 4,707 91.2 457 8.8
Merced 24,015 2,396 680 28.4 1,716 71.6
Riverside 33,145 5,250 3,133 59.7 2,117 40.3
San Diego 20,764 5,557 3,804 68.5 1,753 315
Santa Barbara 21,067 4,015 3,332 83.0 683 17.0
Santa Cruz 33,263 3,972 1,885 475 2,087 52.5
Total 193,540 42,215 28,392 67.3 13,823 32.7
Source: University of California Office of the President, UC Data Warehouse
*Admission counts are duplicated. Except for the admission counts, data are for new enrolled first-years.
Table 2: Fulfillment of Entry-Level Writing Requirement (ELWR) for New First-Year Students
from California High Schools, Fall 2022
Campus _ Admitted  Enrolled | 'E8 0 Totaly | prior to Envoliment
n % n %
ALL STUDENTS
Berkeley 10,429 5,226 4,342 83.1 884 16.9
Davis 21,520 4,923 3,027 61.5 1,896 385
Irvine 15,986 4,692 3,530 75.2 1,162 24.8
Los Angeles 8,348 4,944 4,517 914 427 8.6
Merced 24,439 2,376 556 23.4 1,820 76.6
Riverside 31,560 5,241 3,308 63.1 1,933 36.9
San Diego 20,149 5,298 4103 77.4 1,195 22.6
Santa Barbara 19,710 3,864 3,043 78.8 821 21.2
Santa Cruz 23,148 3,464 1,216 35.1 2,248 64.9
Total 175,289 40,028 27,642 69.1 12,386 30.9
Source: University of California Office of the President, UC Data Warehouse
*Admission counts are duplicated. Except for the admission counts, data are for new enrolled first-years.
Contact Information:
Office of the President
University of California
1111 Franklin Street
Oakland, CA 94607
https://www.ucop.edu/
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