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UC begins in 1868
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From College of California to Founders Rock to the UC Berkeley campus in 1868

From the Toland Medical College to UC San Francisco in 1873  

From the Los Angeles State Normal School to Southern Branch of University of California in 1919 to UCLA in 1951



UC opens six campuses…

4

The Santa Barbara State Normal School to Teachers College to State College to UC in 1944 soon becoming UC Santa Barbara

Riverside Citrus Experiment Station which eventually becomes the location for UC Riverside in 1954 

Passage of the University Farm Bill led to the establishment of a UC farm school eventually becoming UC Davis in 1959 



…over a 20 year period
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Scripps Institution of Oceanography is merged with UC San Diego, renamed from UC La Jolla, in 1960

Cowell Ranch, overlooking Monterey Bay, becomes UC Santa Cruz in 1965

The Irvine Company donates land to UC to establish UC Irvine in 1965 to be the centerpiece of the new city of Irvine



UC opens first American research 
university in the 21st century
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UC Merced opens in 2005 and becomes the first American research university built in the 21st century



UC’s primary mission under the 
California Master Plan

• UC is designated the State's 
primary academic research 
institution 

• UC provides undergraduate, 
graduate and professional 
education

• UC has exclusive jurisdiction 
in public higher education 
for doctoral degrees and for 
instruction in law, medicine, 
dentistry, and veterinary 
medicine
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Teaching

Public 
ServiceResearch



UC began with 40 students. Today, UC enrolls over 
270,000 with more than 2 million living alumni
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UC first class to most diverse class 
• The 12 Apostles were UC’s 

first graduating class

• Two years after opening 
eight women enrolled 

• Today, five UC campuses 
are Hispanic serving 
institutions 

• 57 of 58 CA counties, all 
50 states, and 130 nations

• 42% of undergraduates 
are first generation 
students
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UC advances California industries 
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UC research promotes 
California industries:

• Agriculture and wine 

• Health care and 
biotechnology 

• Information technology

• LED and other energy 
efficient industries



UC serves millions of people
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UC public service activities 
span:

• Health care and nutrition

• Agricultural research and 
extension

• Agricultural sustainability

• Environmental stewardship

• Educational partnerships



Advocacy for UC’s next 150 years…
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As baby boomers reach retirement age, a large number of 
workers with college degrees will leave the workforce

State population by age group from 2010 to 2040
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College age population expected to grow by 200K

21%

11%

37.3M

47.2M



Despite projections, California high school 
graduates have increased and continued 

growth is expected 
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UC advances economic mobility

Within five years of 
graduation, the 
majority of UC Pell 
grant recipients earn 
more than their 
families



UC is a leader in graduate education, 
particularly doctoral education

• UC produces 63 percent of 
California’s PhDs, 66 percent of 
the engineering and computer 
science, 76 percent of life 
science, 74 percent of physical 
science, and 71 percent of arts & 
humanities PhDs in the state

• Over half of them go on to work 
in the state’s higher education 
workforce 

• 21 percent of CSU and 25 
percent of UC tenured/tenure-
track faculty earned their 
doctorate from UC
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Industry of employment of UC graduate academic 
students in CA, by year after graduation, Universitywide, 
2000 to 2013 graduating cohorts



UC research leads to discovery, job creation and economic impact
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UC research activity

• Attracts dollars and talent 
into the state

• Creates jobs and 
employment opportunities

• Supports local businesses 
through purchase of goods 
and services

• Demonstrates impact with 
innovation hubs, as well as 
beyond individual campus 
locations

Source: http://www.ucop.edu/institutional-research-academic-planning/_files/UC_research_impacts_in_california.pdf

http://www.ucop.edu/institutional-research-academic-planning/_files/UC_research_impacts_in_california.pdf


UC addresses today and tomorrow’s 
challenges
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UC research addressing 
challenges like

• Global warming and climate 
science

• Homelessness

• Water quality and supplies

• K-12 education and academic 
preparation
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UC is California’s third largest employer
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