
T H E  L E G A L  M I N D  
H O W  T H E  L A W  T H I N K S  



Criminal Labor 

Environmental Contracts 

Torts 

Immigration 
Health 
Care 

Employment Real Estate 

Landlord 
Tenant 

Copyrights Trademarks 



D O E S  T H E  
L A W  T H I N K ?  



What happened? 



What Are the 
Right Rules? 



• Perception 

• Memory 

• Credibility 

• Ambiguity 



P E R C E P T I O N  



SEPTEMBER 28 ,  1990  — DALLAS,  TEXAS 





99 Years 



What do you think are your chances? 



What would you do? 







Why did the legal system 
make such a big mistake? 
 



S E E I N G  I S  N O T  
B E L I E V I N G  

AT LEAST IT  SHOULDN’T  
BE 



Artwork by Holly Fischer 



Artwork by Holly Fischer 



















S A F E  O R  O U T ?  































W H A T  A B O U T  U S ?  







Before 

After 







M E M O R Y  



















Binoculars or Camera? 





B R I A N  W I L L I A M S  







I think the constant viewing of the video 
showing us inspecting the impact area — 
and the fog of memory over 12 years — 
made me conflate the two, and I 
apologize. 



H I L L A R Y  C L I N T O N  











M E M O R Y  C A N  B E  H A R D  



M E M O R Y  C A N  B E  E A S Y  







How old was 
Michael Phillips? 



How old was 
Michael Phillips? 

Name all the 
people you talked 

to today? 



How old was 
Michael Phillips? 

Name all the 
people you talked 

to today? 

Yesterday? 



if your life depended on it? 







January 13, 1999 



January 13, 2015 



January 13, 2015 

What were you doing between 2:30 and 3:30? 



January 13, 2015 

What were you doing between 2:30 and 3:30? 

Could you prove it? 



January 13, 2015 

What were you doing between 2:30 and 3:30? 

Could you prove it? 

if your life depended on it? 



A M B I G U I T Y  



Please come see me in 
my office. I want to 
show you something 
special. I think 
you’ll like it. ;-) 





Something hanging…. 



Something hanging…. 

but it wasn’t a kitten 



Please come 
see me in my 
office. I want 
to show you 
something 
special. I 
think you’ll 
like it. 



Please come 
see me in my 
office. I want 
to show you 
something 
special. I think 
you’ll like 
it. ;-) 

What do 
you 
think 
THAT 
means? 





I Never Said She Stole 
My Money 



I Never Said She Stole 
My Money 7 meanings 



I Never Said She Stole 
My Money 7 meanings 

I didn't say she stole my money - someone else said it. 
 
I didn't say she stole my money - I didn't say it. 
 
I didn't say she stole my money - I only implied it. 
 
I didn't say she stole my money - I said someone did, not necessarily her. 
 
I didn't say she stole my money - I considered it borrowed, even though she didn't ask. 
 
I didn't say she stole my money - only that she stole money. 
 
I didn't say she stole my money - she stole stuff which cost me money to replace. 



W H A T ’ S  T H E  S C A R I E S T  
T H I N G  I N  T H E  L E G A L  
W O R L D ?  



S O M E B O D Y  W I T H  
N O T H I N G  T O  L O S E  





F E R G U S O N  













21 Witnesses 

Plus Officer Darren Wilson 





T H E  R A S H O M O N  
E F F E C T  



R I S K  





5 in 6 



1 in 6 

5 in 6 



16.7 percent 





97 percent 



97 percent 



97 percent 





John is tall. 



What does it mean? 



How tall is John? 



Liberty 



Patrick Henry 

Give me liberty or give me death 



Declaration of Independence 

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 



Preamble to U.S. Constitution 

secure the Blessings of Liberty 



5th Amendment 

No person shall be …  
deprived of life, liberty, or 

property, without due process 
of law 



14th Amendment 

nor shall any State deprive any 
person of life, liberty, or property, 

without due process of law 







T H A N K  Y O U !  
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