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Unique Health 
Sciences Focus
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Accelerated 
Rate of Change
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Approval / Review
• Regents
• Chancellor/          

Vice Chancellors
• Community   

Groups 

Preparation
• Campus 
Planning

• Capital 
Projects and 
Facilities 
Management

• Budget

Long Range Development Plan

Campus Site Master Plans

Individual Building Projects

Service 
Providers Users

Program 
Oversight

Committees
Occupants

Design 
Advisory 

Committee

Project Building
Committee

Process and 
Organization
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What not to 
replicate

University of California, San Francisco

Learning from 
Parnassus

•Piecemeal 
Expansion

•Visual Chaos

•Difficult 
Circulation

•Little Sense of 
Place



What Works
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Health Science Towers

Genentech Hall

Learning from 
Parnassus

•Lab Floor Plan

•Collegiality

•Mixed-Use 
buildings

•Maximum 
Density



Historical 
Development of 
Parnassus
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1958 2003
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Mt Zion
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Mission Bay
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Current Drivers 
of Expansion
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Total National Institutes of Health Funding to UCSF

-
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Total Awards  194,079 206,234  215,609  221,526  223,705 233,564  257,185 300,045 374,386  388,168 

FY '94 FY '95 FY '96 FY '97 FY '98 FY '99 FY '00 FY '01 FY '02 FY '03

$ in Thousands



Current Drivers 
of Expansion

University of California, San Francisco

• New Technology

• Improved Functionality

• Community Service

• Programmatic Direction

• Seismic Codes
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Any institution that aims to illuminate the 
processes of life must be more than an 

observer. It must be a driver, a risk-taker, an 
exploiter of opportunities that promise to 

improve the health of humanity.

Vision

J. Michael Bishop, MD
Chancellor, University of California, San Francisco



Stanford 
University
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Vision

http://www.stanford.edu/


Columbus, 
Indiana

University of California, San Francisco

Vision

http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/colsmeier/endwhole.jpg
http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/venturi/colsfront.jpg
http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/colsnxian/whole.jpg
http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/mitchgiu/entrancecrt.jpg
http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/colscaudill/detpipes.jpg


Innovative and 
Creative 
Expression
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Vision



Master Plan
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• Context

• Cohesiveness

• Connectivity

• Collegiality

Learning from 
Mission Bay
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Cohesiveness
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Connectivity

University of California, San Francisco

Learning from 
Mission Bay



Collegiality
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Environmental 
Sustainability
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UCSF Campus 
Sites
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Parnassus Heights

Mount Zion

Mission Bay
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Parnassus
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Parnassus 
Context
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Mission Bay



Parnassus 
Cohesiveness

University of California, San Francisco

UC Hall 1917 – Horizontal Form

Moffitt 1955 – Vertical Form

Kalmanovitz Library 1990 –
Terraced Form

Learning from 
Mission Bay



Parnassus 
Connectivity
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Parnassus 
Collegiality

University of California, San Francisco

Learning from 
Mission Bay



Parnassus 
Planning 
Opportunities

University of California, San Francisco

Learning from 
Mission Bay



Mount Zion
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Mount Zion 
Context
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Mount Zion 
Cohesiveness
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Early 1900s-
Brick

Late 1900s-
Glass & steel

Mid 1900s-
Concrete
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Mission Bay



Mount Zion 
Connectivity
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Mount Zion 
Collegiality
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Mount Zion 
Planning 
Opportunities
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Legend

UCSF Leased

UCSF Owned

UCSF Owned - Opportunities

Learning from 
Mission Bay



Mission Bay
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Learning from 
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Mission Bay 
Context
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Mission Bay 
Context
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Mission Bay 
Cohesiveness
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Mission Bay 
Cohesiveness
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Mission Bay 
Cohesiveness
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Mission Bay 
Connectivity

Learning from 
Mission Bay



Mission Bay 
Connectivity
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Mission Bay 
Collegiality
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Mission Bay 
Collegiality
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Mission Bay 
Collegiality
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Mission Bay 
Pre-construction

Implementation
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Mission Bay at 
completion

Implementation
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Next Steps
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