
Affordability and the 
Value of a UC Degree



Financial Aid Overview



“It is carrying out the purpose of its foundation 

– to put the children of citizens of small 

means on the same footing in opportunities 

for education as the children of the rich.”  

-San Francisco Examiner, 1899



The Goal: Ensuring that UC is financially 

accessible to all students admitted under the 

Master Plan.

The Plan: Based on three key principles
• UC must acknowledge the full cost of attendance, not 

just tuition.

• Financing a UC education requires a partnership

between students, parents, government aid programs, 

and UC.

• All students should be expected to make a similar, 

manageable contribution from loan and work.



Average UC Cost of Attendance (2016-17)

$13,500
tuition/fees

40%

$2,300
health care fee/allowance

7%
$1,500

books & supplies
4%

$2,400
personal & transportation 

expenses
7%

$14,500
room & board

42% 

Living on campus: $34,200

Most students do not
pay the full cost of 
attendance. 



NET COST is the key to comparing different college prices.

Net Cost

Financial Aid Offer

TOTAL COST 

OF ATTENDANCE

GIFT AID
(all grants + scholarships)

NET COST
(student & parent share of cost)

DIRECT COSTS
Tuition, Fees, Dorms, Meal Plan

INDIRECT COSTS
Books, Suppies, Transporation,

Personal Misc. Expenses
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*Could be eligible for the American Opportunity Tax Credit

Student Contribution

Parent Contribution
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Sample Financing Plan 2016-2017

$13,500  Tuition and fees



Average Freshman Loan Debt at Graduation
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Average Borrowed $24,924 $20,335 $19,916 $20,790 $21,163 $20,823 $21,435 $21,258 $28,950

Percent Borrwing 78.2% 76.1% 71.4% 66.4% 55.4% 51.0% 41.4% 24.3% 69%
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Average Borrowed $17,813 $13,146 $13,012 $13,629 $15,484 $16,115 $18,373 $17,247

Percent Borrwing 72.7% 57.1% 53.8% 50.0% 37.6% 40.1% 32.8% 21.8%
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• 42% First-Generation Students

• 40% Pell Grant Recipients

• 58% Pay $0 in Systemwide Tuition

• 45% Graduate with NO Loans

• Nearly 90% of Freshman and Transfer 

Entrants Earn a Degree

Results



Blue and Gold Opportunity Plan



Blue and Gold Opportunity Plan assures 

grant and scholarship assistance will fully 

offset UC’s systemwide tuition and fees for 

California residents  whose total family AGI is 

less than $80,000 a year and who qualify for 

financial aid. 

Blue and Gold Opportunity Plan



UC Financial Aid Packaging Example

(Family Income of $79,999)

2016-17 Total Estimated Costs UC On-Campus 

Systemwide Tuition & Fees $           12,292.00 
Campus Based Fees $             1,208.00 
Room & Board $           14,500.00 
Health Insurance (Can be waived) $             2,300.00 
Total Direct Costs $           30,300.00 
Indirect Costs - Other Expenses $              3,900.00 
Total Estimated Cost of Attending $            34,200.00 

Family Share
Student Self Help (Work and Borrowing) $              9,700.00 
Parent Contribution $              8,600.00 
Total $            18,300.00 

Gift Aid
Grant/Scholarships $            15,900.00 

Billing
Remaining Systemwide Tuition & Fees to be Paid $            (3,608.00)
Total Annual Billing Not Covered by Gift Aid $           14,400.00 
Quaterly Billing Not Covered by Gift Aid $             4,800.00 

Adjustment after
Student Borrowing 

($5500 for Freshman 
Year)

$                   9,010 
$                   3,003 



Blue and Gold in Action (Family Income of $79,999)

2016-17 Total Estimated Costs UC Off-Campus 

Systemwide Tuition & Fees $           12,292.00 

Campus Based Fees $             1,208.00 

Health Insurance (Can be waived) $             2,300.00 

Total Direct Costs $           15,800.00 

Indirect Costs - Living and Other Expenses $            14,800.00 

Total Estimated Cost of Attending $            30,600.00 

Family Share

Student Self Help (Work and Borrowing) $              9,700.00 

Parent Contribution $              8,600.00 

Total $            18,300.00 

Gift Aid

Grant/Scholarships $            12,300.00 

Billing

Remaining Systemwide Tuition & Fees to be Paid $                         -

Total Annual Billing Not Covered by Gift Aid $             3,500.00 

Quaterly Billing Not Covered by Gift Aid $             1,167.00 

Adjustment after
Student Borrowing 

($5500 for Freshman 
Year)

$               (1,890) 
$               (630) 



Blue and Gold in Action (Family Income of $79,999)

2016-17 Total Estimated Costs UC Commuter 

Systemwide Tuition & Fees $           12,292.00 

Campus Based Fees $             1,208.00 

Health Insurance (Can be waived) $             2,300.00 

Total Direct Costs $           15,800.00 

Indirect Costs - Living and Other Expenses $              9,800.00 

Total Estimated Cost of Attending $            25,600.00 

Family Share

Student Self Help (Work and Borrowing) $              9,700.00 

Parent Contribution $              8,600.00 

Total $            18,300.00 

Gift Aid

Grant/Scholarships $              7,300.00 

Billing

Remaining Systemwide Tuition & Fees to be Paid $             4,992.00 

Total Annual Billing Not Covered by Gift Aid $             8,500.00 

Quaterly Billing Not Covered by Gift Aid $             2,833.33 

W/ Blue and 
Gold 

$           12,292.00 

$             1,208.00 

$             2,300.00 

$           15,800.00 

$              9,800.00 

$            25,600.00 

$              4,708.00 

$              8,600.00 

$            13,308.00 

$            12,292.00 

$                          -

$             3,508.00 

$             1,169.33 



• Average Grant Awards Total Over $16,000

• 58% of California Students with Family 

incomes of $80K - $110K receive UC Grant

• Cal Grant A Income Cap Ranges from 

$85,700 for a Family of 2 to $110,300 for a 

Family of 6 or More (Assets Capped at 

$73,800)

Benefits of Blue and Gold Opportunity Plan 

and Beyond



Value of a UC Degree



Return on Investment

“California’s Upward-

Mobility Machine”

New York Times, September 
16, 2015



UC Value Add

• Undergraduate Research Opportunities

• Graduate Professional School

• Renowned Faculty 

• Recognized Internationally as A Leader in Higher 
Education



Post Graduation Employment

• Obtain employment within 4 months of 
graduation based on EDD data

• Average early career earnings: $43,388

• Average mid-career earnings: $100,077

• Many employment opportunities

• Entrepreneurship



Tips and Resources



2018-19 Financial Aid Application Information

• 2018-19 application available starting October 1, 
2017

• Students will use 2016 tax information for the 
2018-19 application

• Priority deadline is March 2, 2018

• UC financial aid offers will be provided after 
students have been admitted



Additional Tips

• Respond timely to requests for additional 
documentation

• Loan documents need to be completed

• Explore ways to save

• Finish on time!

• Apply for outside scholarships

• Make cost savings choices

• Payment plans also available







Thank you!


