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California Drought 



UC Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

• 1862 Morrill Act creates the Land-Grant institutions 
 

• 1868 the University of California becomes California’s 
Land-Grant Institution (systemwide) 
 

• 1887 Hatch Act Creates Agricultural Experiment 
Station System.  In the Division of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources with faculty on the Berkeley, Davis 
and Riverside Campuses. 
 

• 1914 Smith-Lever Act Creates Cooperative Extension 
Service. In the Division of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources with academics in all California counties 
and on multiple UC campuses. 



UC Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Where is the Division of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources in the UC System? 
 

• Headquartered in UCOP 

• Reports directly to the President 

• Staff and academics in every part of the 
State 

• Programs in every county 

• Nine Research and Extension Centers 

• Academics on four UC campuses 





California Institute for Water Resources 

An Institute within the Division of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources with statewide responsibilities. 
 

The Institute develops and supports water-related research, 
education, and outreach. It is the California hub for the national 
network of water research institutes supported by the federal 
Water Resources Research Act of 1964. 

 

Goals 

• Integrating California’s research, extension, and education 
programs to develop solutions to water resource challenges 

• Connecting water resource expertise in California’s 
academic institutions with the needs of water managers and 
users 

• Developing relevant and timely science-based information 
on water issues to inform decision-making 

 



California Agriculture Facts 

• 80,000 + farms 
 

• $45 billion industry 
 

• 26 million acres of agricultural lands 
• 13 million acres pasture and rangeland 
• 9.5 million acres of irrigated cropland 

• 6 million acres annuals 
• 3 million acres orchards/vineyards 

 
• 200 MAF precipitation in average year 

• 24 MAF agricultural water use 
 
 



California Agriculture 

• #1 US producer of 78 commodities 

 

• Only US producer of 14 commodities 

  (99% or greater) 

 

Almonds Kiwifruit Pomegranates 

Artichokes Olives Rice, Sweet 

Dates Peaches, Clingstone Seed, Ladino Clover 

Figs Pistachios Walnuts 

Grapes, Raisin Plums, Dried 

Source: USDA, NASS, “California Agricultural Statistics, 2011 Crop Year”. 















Impacts to California 

• Fallow crop land 
• Import feed for livestock 

and dairy 
• Cull herds 
• Increase wildfire 
• Impact ecosystem health 
• Impact ecosystem  
 restoration efforts 
• Residential and urban  
 water demand 



UC Response to Drought: Long-term 

• Drought not new to California 
• 40+ years of research and outreach 

• Irrigation efficiency 
• Irrigation management 
• Rangeland management 
• Managed Aquifer Recharge 
• Recycling/reuse 
• Desalination 
• Master Gardener 
• Stormwater capture and recharge 
• Real-time monitoring stream and snowpack 



UC Response to Drought: Short-term 



Current Drought Resources 

Web: ucanr.edu/drought  for up-to-date resources 
Twitter: @ucanrwater   for daily updates 



• Over 50 events in 3 months.  
Approximately 4,000 attendees. 
 

• Many events with video capture 
now on the web. 
 

• Over 15 more events planned 
with more to come 

UC Drought Events 

Veterinarian Dr. Nancy Martin talks with ranchers 
about how to help their herds survive drought at a 
UC ANR workshop in Browns Valley in January. 



UC Drought Information 



Over 300 articles in a variety of media outlets including the New York Times, Washington 
Post, Los Angeles Times, Time, Businessweek and Mother Jones. 
 
Media Experts from UC ANR and each UC Campus. 

UC Drought Media Coverage 



A Celebration of Science and Service 

UC ANR Centennial Celebration – Join us! 


